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Madison

Madison, borough, New Jersey, Morris co.
It occupies an elevated site, surrounded by
hills. It is a residential place, with few in-
dustries other than the culture of roses and
chrysanthemums. It is the seat of Drew
Theological Seminary; p. 7,944.

Madison, city, Wisconsin, capital of the
State and county seat of Dane county. Its
site is one of great natural beauty, being on a
narrow strip of land, about 800 ft. high, be-
tween Lakes Mendota and Monona, with two
others of the 'chain' near by. Important edi-
fices include the buildings of the University
of Wisconsin. The chief industries are flour
and the manufacture of agricultural imple-
ments. The adjacent territory is rich agricul-
turally. The city was settled in 1837, and was
named in honor of President Madison; p.
67.447-

the state, but which had lain dormant till
Madison revived it and carried it to success-
ful passage. He served as a member of the
council of state of Virginia from 1778 to 1780,
when he was elected a delegate to the Con-
tinental Congress, taking his seat March 20,
1780, the most important act of his early
service being the drawing up of the instruc-
tions to John Jay, minister to Spain, which
were adopted by Congress Oct. 17, 1780.
They required Jay, in soliciting a treaty of
alliance with Spain against England, to insist
as a condition that the United States be ac-
corded the right of free navigation of the
Mississippi river from its source to the sea.
He was elected to Congress again in 1787,
chiefly so that he might continue his fight
against closing the river, and finally (1795)
when circumstances were favorable, a treaty
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Madison River, a head stream of the Mis-
souri River, rising 8,300 ft. above sea level
in the Yellowstone National Park. It flows
into Southwest Montana, thence in a north-
erly direction, along the base of the Madison
range, to its confluence with the Jefferson
or Beaver Head and Gallatin Rivers, at
Gallatin City (Three Forks).

Madison, James (1751-1836), American
statesman, fourth President of the United
States. At the age of seventeen he entered
the sophomore class of the College of New
Jersey (now Princeton University), and was
graduated in 1771 with honors. In 1775 he
threw himself into the Revolutionary cause,
his impaired health alone preventing him from
going into the army. In 1876 he was elected
a delegate to the Virginia Convention, and
was one of the committee of thirty-two which
presented to the Convention the Declaration
of Rights which George Mason drew up. He
introduced in the Virginia legislature the 'Bill
for Establishing Religious Freedom in Vir-
ginia,' which Thomas Jefferson had written
in 1779, as part of a revised code of laws for

was made with Spain by which American
products were granted free progress down
the river and the right of deposit at New Or-
leans, whence they might be trans-shipped to
any point. In August, 1800, by a secret
treaty, Louisiana passed from the ownership
of Spain to France, but the fact did not be-
come known until Madison became secretary
of state in Jefferson's cabinet in March, 1801.
He saw at once the danger in which the
transfer placed the navigation of the Missis-
sippi. In the autumn of 1802 the Spanish
intendant at New Orleans withdrew the right
of deposit of American goods, and the river
was closed to American trade. War seemed
imminent with Spain or France, when a com-
bination of circumstances in European poli-
tics so affected the position of France that
Napoleon determined to offer the whole ter-
ritory of Louisiana to the United States. Liv-
ingston's course in agreeing to the purchase
was fully approved by Madison.
The calling of the convention which framed
the Constitution of the United States was
brought about by a series of events in which